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Your Majesty, Your Highnesses, Members of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Seventy-seven years ago, the first Nobel Peace Prize was awarded. Jean Henri Dunant was its recipient. On December 10, 1901, the President of the Norwegian Parliament said: 

"The Norwegian people have always demanded that their independence be respected. They have always been ready to defend it. But at the same time they have always had a keen desire and need for peace".

May I, Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the people of Israel, respectfully subscribe to these true and noble words.
Menachem Begin: Nobel Prize acceptance speech, December 10th 1978

